The impact of cultural and environmental changes on the epidemiology and control of human babesiosis.
The infection of humans with Babesia spp. has provided a well studied example of how cultural and environmental factors have contributed to the spread of an infection. Individuals developing babesiosis have been those engaging in life styles which put them at risk of tick bites. Farmers, hunters and other outdoor types are most frequently infected. The forms of human babesiosis which occur in the north-eastern United States are directly related to the spread of deer and the deer tick, which is the vector of the Babesia responsible for human infection. The spread of deer in the region was a direct result of cultural changes resulting in altered human behaviour which permitted deer to exist close to human settlement areas.